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1 The last two examples indicate not only the nucleus family, but also relatives at the same level. So: father, mother,
uncles and aunts; brothers, sisters and cousins).

2 See for further discussion and examples Chapter IV: Verbal Phrase..

3 1dem.
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4 Numeral (dual) and plural marker nang can also be added to pronouns. Nemot namon ‘they two’and nemot nang
‘they’(= 3 or more) .
5 See discussion on Verb Phrase in this chapter.
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Othermamplesare:

6 The literal meaning of me and ma is unclear. The combination means ‘many’.
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7 See Chapter 4.2.6.
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8 The verbs pen and pu are not related, but their meaning is close. Pen ‘speak’ (general); pu ‘talk, order’ (specific).

9 The occurrence of i (plural marker) is quite special. So far, only e has found in the same slot.
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10'5i ‘egg / person’ is probably the basic form for ‘man’ . In the language family, it is related to words like: [s.uru];
[s.ord] or [s.0d6] all meaning ‘man’.
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Person | Kemtuik English singwar dual plural
1 SoRtE £

I{exch | at P

1-(inel) | imot wet - -6 ~o-bu

2 mesHe “yor-

Smse | momet bt -0 et -0—(-a)
—em AoEaet e 2 — i

11 Although a ‘focus’ refers to the subject, is not ‘single marker’ contrasting ne ‘plural’, but it gives focus to the
verb.
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12 duo ‘child’ but also ‘person classified to a certain group’
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13 dato has two different meanings: ‘tiny, little’ and ‘special’
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14 This will be discussed in more detail in Chapter 3 on Relational Postpositions.

20



Chapter 11 Kemtuik Word Classes

g

21



Chapter 11 Kemtuik Word Classes

15 See also Chapter 1.5.4. .
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16 Ba as verb means ‘come’; however, as pre-auxiliary modal it carries the meaning: ‘surprise’. Sometimes these
words occur in the same position, which makes its interpretation somewhat confusing. On top of that: ba functions
also as postposition, meaning ‘inside’.

17 See Chapter IV Kemtuik Phrases.
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18 [Ngge-a sui] = now; [ ngge-a sui go] = today.
this  focus day this focus day GIV
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J.J. van der Wilden

Chapter VI

Kemtuik texts
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